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and for his dedication to service. May he rest 
in peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING GENTLE’MEN 
AGAINST DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
AND THE SHELTER FOR ABUSED 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN 
NAPLES 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize three Naples men who have trav-
eled 1,256 miles by bicycle from Naples, FL to 
Washington, DC to raise awareness for Gen-
tle’men Against Domestic Violence (GADV), 
an initiative of The Shelter for Abused Women 
and Children in Naples, FL. GADV calls on 
men to stand as equal partners with women to 
end domestic violence. 

GADV seeks to prevent the generational 
cycle of abuse through prevention programs 
such as Raising Gentle’men, a school-based 
curriculum, which teaches boys and young 
men that strength does not equal violence and 
true gentle’men exhibit the traits of respect, 
loyalty, honesty and accountability. GADV dis-
pels myths of masculinity as based on aggres-
sion, and is working toward a cultural shift that 
will eliminate domestic violence. 

GADV is associated with The Shelter for 
Abused Women and Children in Naples, which 
does excellent work as well. The shelter not 
only operates as a haven for survivors of do-
mestic violence, but performs outreach and 
operates prevention programs in the commu-
nity. The work that the shelter does has 
touched countless lives, strengthened the 
community, and drawn praise from various 
sectors of the South Florida community, in-
cluding schools, police officers, and those in-
volved with the judicial system. 

According to the National Council Against 
Domestic Violence, one in four women have 
been victims of some form of physical violence 
by an intimate partner in their lifetime. Num-
bers like that are far too high. We have a re-
sponsibility to continue to create policy that 
prevents, protects and prevails over domestic 
violence. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Colin Estrem, Gordon Kellam and Glen 
Schwesinger for their mission to raise aware-
ness for the Gentle’men Against Domestic Vi-
olence program and The Shelter for Abused 
Women and Children in Naples, and I ask my 
colleagues to join me in paying tribute to this 
worthy cause. 
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SUPPORTING EARTH DAY 2016 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
commemorate Earth Day, the day set aside to 
honor our planet and formerly renamed as 
International Mother Earth Day, in 2009 by the 
United Nations. 

For more than four decades, Earth Day has 
brought Americans together to honor our 

moral responsibility to preserve our planet, 
protect our environment, and address the 
pressing challenge of climate change. 

Across the country, families and students 
spend this day serving their communities, 
cleaning up their neighborhoods, promoting 
conservation, and participating in the effort to 
ensure clean air, clean water, and a cleaner 
planet. 

The first Earth Day was celebrated on April 
22, 1970, originating in the United States, and 
becoming recognized worldwide by 1990. 

On the very first Earth Day, 46 years ago, 
20 million people gathered in the streets of 
America to protest the environmental damage 
caused by industrialization and gave birth to 
the environmental movement. 

Every year on April 22, men, women, and 
children collect garbage, plant trees, clean up 
coral reefs, hold teach-ins, sign petitions, and 
plan for a better future for our planet. 

I commend the schools and communities 
celebrating Earth Day for a whole week to ex-
pand the time frame that people focus on the 
earth and how they can preserve it. 

On Earth Day 2012, more than 100,000 
people rode bikes in China to reduce CO2 
emissions and save fuel. 

In an Earth Day celebration in 2011, 28 mil-
lion trees were planted in Afghanistan by the 
Earth Day Network. 

In Panama, 100 endangered species of or-
chids were planted and maintained to prevent 
their extinction in honor of Earth Day. 

This Earth Day we must take the oppor-
tunity to act to keep America number one in 
science, technology, and renewable energy. 

For Congress, Earth Day must be a moment 
to build on American efforts to invest in clean 
energy jobs, to strengthen industries of inno-
vation, to decrease harmful emissions, to cut 
energy costs for consumers, and to reduce 
our dependence on foreign oil. 

This day must represent a clarion call to 
renew our commitment to defend our natural 
resources and reverse the ill effects of climate 
change. 

On Earth Day, Democrats and Republicans 
should commit to working side-by-side with the 
American people to create a future of sustain-
ability for our children and grandchildren, pros-
perity and opportunity for our families and 
communities, and security and energy inde-
pendence for generations to come. 

I urge all Members to join me in celebrating 
our planet and assuring a longer and healthier 
life for all creatures inhabiting her bountiful 
realm. 

f 

HONORING CALVARY M. B. 
CHURCH 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a church family whose 
desire is to do God’s will, Calvary M. B. 
Church. Calvary M. B. Church has served the 
Yazoo County community over a century 
through faith and service. 

Calvary M. B. Church desire is to bring peo-
ple closer to the Lord. They want to build the 
foundation of faith in young people and remind 
the Yazoo community that anything is possible 
through love, faith and prayer. 

Calvary, located on Broadway, began wel-
coming the community to its services over 100 
years ago. November 15, 2015 will mark 131 
years of praise, prayer and worship. 

On April 1, 1889 a small group purchased a 
lot for $50 which became the site of Calvary. 
For an additional $35, another lot was pur-
chased along with the original and this site 
would later develop into the modern day 
church. 

According to church history notes the first 
pastor was Rev. Phillips. As the years pro-
gressed the congregation grew, even amidst 
growth, there were challenges. Small fires 
struck the church. Over the years several pas-
tors called Calvary home. But it seemed like 
perfect timing when Pastor RaSean O. Thom-
as arrived at Calvary in 2009. Pastor Thomas 
is a product of Calvary. 

Calvary has a rich history within the Yazoo 
community, its recent ministries and growth 
show what can be done through strong prayer 
and fellowship. Currently, the church has two 
hundred members and growing. The church 
has Sunday School, morning worship every 
Sunday, Wednesday night Bible Study, month-
ly street evangelism and prayer services, out-
reach project health fairs, men and women 
empowerment conferences and other min-
istries. There is always something going on in-
side the walls of Calvary. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Calvary M. B. Church for its 
dedication to serving the community and doing 
God’s will. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 68TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE STATE OF ISRAEL 

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
submit a statement on behalf of my con-
stituent, Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman. Rabbi 
Zoberman is the Founding Rabbi of Congrega-
tion Beth Chaverim in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
Rabbi Zoberman asked me to submit the fol-
lowing remarks: 

As we celebrate the 68th Anniversary of 
the State of Israel, heir to the Jewish peo-
ple’s long and proud legacy of the spirit up-
lifting humanity, it remains an enlightened 
Western island of progressive values retain-
ing its democratic essence in a wide sea of 
barbarism and backwardness begrudging the 
survival of the world’s only Jewish state. 

In fact, no other democratic nation-state’s 
very existence is questioned except Israel’s. 
This is in spite of its enduring roots in its 
historic land, and world renowned accom-
plishments in the arts, sciences, and high- 
tech industries. It proved an unrivaled abil-
ity to rise from two millennia of exile, op-
pression, and an unparalleled Holocaust con-
suming a third of the Jewish people. Israel’s 
renewed emergence against great odds is an 
affirmation of the transforming power of 
hope, and the rightful restoration of the 
Jewish people’s human dignity and standing 
in the community of nations. It is the divine 
fulfillment of prophetic promise, with the 
challenging mandate and expectation to cre-
ate a model society. 

Today’s troubled Middle East, home of hu-
manity’s inspiring Biblical Exodus, is in dire 
need of replacing degradation with dignity, 
and unremitting terrorism with humane 
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teachings. We remain mindful of the 
unabated genocidal Syrian tragedy of Presi-
dent Bashar Al-Assad’s making with critical 
Iranian and Russian support. The recurrence 
of brutal Palestinian terrorism which con-
stantly claims Israeli lives is cruelly re-
warded by the Palestinian Authority’s lead-
ership. On numerous occasions, terrorists are 
honored as martyrs while they totally dis-
regard human life. 

One of the many victims, 29 year old Tay-
lor Force from Lubbock, Texas, a non-Jewish 
graduate student from Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, was knifed to death in Jaffa, close to 
where visiting Vice President and Mrs. Jo-
seph Biden were dining at the time. Force, a 
graduate of West Point, served combat tours 
in Afghanistan and Iraq. When confronted 
with a tragic Jewish terrorist attack on the 
Palestinian Dawabsheh family, which 
claimed three lives, there was rightly 
shocked condemnation from all echelons of 
Israeli society. Will President Mahmoud 
Abbas fmally reach out to Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s call for direct nego-
tiations for a two-state solution to the fes-
tering conflict in a raging region, with a de-
militarized Palestinian State and a recogni-
tion of its neighboring Jewish State? For the 
sake of all, let not the Palestinians miss this 
opportunity too. This past November 4, 2015, 
we observed the 20th Anniversary of Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s watershed assas-
sination. With its profound lessons, I re-
flected by reading this verse: 

‘‘Rest in peace, 
Guarded by the stones 
You liberated thrice- 
Twice in war 
And once in hope. 
Jerusalem is thy faithful 
Wall that won’t breach, 
Friend of Shalom.’’ 

Last February I attended the 127th Annual 
Convention of the Central Conference of 
American Rabbis (Reform), which meets in 
Israel every seven years, to attest to their 
abiding bond with the State of Israel. I joy-
fully participated in an egalitarian worship 
service at the Southern extension of the 
Western Wall which has been allotted for 
non-Orthodox Jewish practice. This com-
promised arrangement was government sanc-
tioned, while hurdles unfortunately persist. 
Significant progress toward pluralistic reli-
gious Jewish expression has been made due 
to Israel’s Supreme Court intervention. 

Much is at stake, acknowledging the cou-
rageous and tenacious struggle for accept-
ance by the Women of the Wall. There is, 
however, a fringe but dangerous Jewish 
group calling to replace Israel’s democracy 
with a ‘‘Judean Monarchy.’’ It is a wonder 
that Israel, saddled with existential concerns 
that few other countries deal with, remains 
a shining exemplar of light and perseverance. 
The recent rescue, of 17 Jews, with American 
aid, including Rabbi Suleiman Bin Yaqoub, 
from war-torn Yemen, one of Jewry’s most 
ancient communities, tells of the difference 
Israel makes. Surely its vital bond of shared 
values and common interests with the USA 
is an essential one for both democracies. 

I am particularly alarmed by Iran and its 
proxies, the deadly global reach of ISIS, the 
destructive Boycott, Divestment and Sanc-
tions movement, European anti-Semitism, 
and the United Nations’ double standard 
against Israel. The poignant words of the 
late Prime Minister Golda Meir are reveal-
ing, ‘‘We owe a responsibility not only to 
those who are in Israel but also to those gen-
erations that are no more, to those millions 
that have died within our lifetime, to Jews 
all over the world and generations of Jews to 
come. We hate war. We don’t rejoice in vic-
tories. We rejoice when a new kind of cotton 

is grown and when strawberries bloom in 
Israel.’’ 

I speak as a refugee born in Chu, 
Kazakhstan (USSR) in November 1945, to 
Polish Holocaust survivors. There I spent my 
early childhood in Displaced Persons Camps 
in Austria and Germany before moving to 
Israel in 1949. The current suffering of mil-
lions of refugees from Syria, Iraq, Afghani-
stan and elsewhere should move us all to car-
ing action with caution, but not allowing for 
moral paralysis. Innocent sufferers are clos-
est to God’s aching heart. I am connecting 
my own family and people’s anguish with 
that of the Syrians’ plight: 

‘‘My mother, a Holocaust survivor, 
Was young like you 
Scared Syrian sister, 
When she too got scarred 
By the pain of stinging tears, 
The beauty marks of refugees. 
May you also find peace 
At this confounding time, 
In a world abandoning you 
Too lonely child.’’ 

We remember the million and a half Jew-
ish children who were murdered in the Holo-
caust only because they were Jewish and 
held a promise for a noble future. 

‘‘My two year old first cousin, 
Rachel-Leah, 
Whose great- 
grandmother, and mine, 
Rachel-Leah, 
Was first cousin to 
President Chaim Weitzmann’s mother, Ra-

chel-Leah, 
Was too young to 
Know the family bond, 
But not too young to die 
By toasted hand grenades 
Led to the pits of slaughter 
In August 1942 
With older brothers Aarale and Yisrael 
And parents Bas-Malka and Shechina, 
In Sarny, the Ukraine, 
By those who begrudged our Jewish people’s 

pedigree.’’ 

President John F. Kennedy coined this im-
mortal message, ‘‘Israel was not created to 
disappear—Israel will endure and flourish. It 
is the child of hope and the home of the 
brave. It can neither be broken by adversity 
nor demoralized by success. It carries the 
shield of democracy and it honors the sword 
of freedom.’’ 

f 

CELEBRATING IVANHOE 
DONALDSON 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in celebrating the life of Ivanhoe Donaldson, 
who passed on April 3, 2016. Ivanhoe Donald-
son was born and raised in the Harlem section 
of New York City. He went south to join the 
civil rights movement and became a leader in 
the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee (SNCC). I first knew Ivanhoe as a 
young man and a leading civil rights activist. 
Like several movement activists, Ivanhoe 
moved to the District of Columbia, attracted by 
the city’s home-rule aspirations. 

Ivanhoe took risks as an SNCC activist and 
went on to build a reputation for political savvy 
in the 1960s and 1970s. He became a leading 
operative in Julian Bond’s bid for a seat in the 

Georgia House of Representatives, Richard 
Hatcher’s mayoral campaign in Gary, Indiana, 
and Marion Barry’s campaign for office in 
D.C., which ushered in a new era of black po-
litical leadership. Ivanhoe leaves many friends 
across the country from the civil rights move-
ment to many residents of the District of Co-
lumbia. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to please join 
me in celebrating the life of Ivanhoe Donald-
son, who gave the best years of his life to the 
struggle for civil rights in the United States 
and to the fight for home rule in the District of 
Columbia. 

f 

HONORING PASTOR JEFFERY J. 
FUGATE 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor a 
very special individual, Pastor Jeffery J. 
Fugate, on the twenty fifth anniversary of his 
ministry at Clays Mill Road Baptist Church in 
Lexington, Kentucky. 

Pastor Fugate was saved at the age of five. 
When he was seven years old, Fugate’s father 
started the Bible Baptist Church in Hazard, 
Kentucky. His father passed away when 
Fugate was twenty one, and Fugate became 
the church’s new pastor. 

Pastor Fugate was called to Clays Mill Road 
Baptist Church in May of 1991. There were 
eighteen people in attendance at his first serv-
ice. The church has grown to an average at-
tendance of over 2,200 during the fall of 2013. 
Clays Mill Road Baptist Church has under-
gone many building and expansion projects to 
accommodate the growth, including the pur-
chase and remodeling of an old motel on a 
beautiful 23 acre site. The church runs a very 
successful youth camp ministry and an exten-
sive bus ministry. 

Fugate is the author of five books. He ap-
pears on the ‘‘Voice of the Appalachians’’ 
radio broadcast and travels often to preach at 
conferences, rallies, and revival meetings. 
Fugate holds two honorary doctorate degrees; 
a Doctorate of Divinity and a Doctor of Hu-
manities. Dr. Fugate is married to the former 
Michelle Cornett. They have five children. 

Pastor Fugate has dedicated his life to serv-
ing God and to saving souls for Christ. He has 
touched many lives during his ministry and I 
wish him all the best on his twenty fifth anni-
versary at Clays Mill Road Baptist Church. I 
am proud to recognize and honor him before 
the United States House of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING ROBERT HILL YOUTH 
FOUNDATION, INC. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 26, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the Robert Hill Youth 
Foundation, Inc., Charleston, MS inside of 
Tallahatchie County, MS. 

The Robert Hill Youth Foundation, Inc. 
began in the early 1980’s by Mr. Robert Hill. 
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